Spring 2013
Work Experience / Summer Placement with CCF Required I am writing to enquire about the possibility of work experience involving CCF, or even a summer placement if that is an option. I'm currently a 3rd year BSc Geography student at the University of Southampton, and my main interest is forestry and the environment. I'm currently completing a dissertation on the effects of invasive species (with a focus on Rhododendron ponticum) on the biodiversity, species abundance and forest structure of Broadwater Warren, an RSPB reserve near my hometown of Tunbridge Wells. This work as well as previous assignments and modules have made me enthusiastic about forestry, about the associated governmental policies and research which help shape land management and future decision making.
It is a serious aim of mine to move into the forestry and environment sector upon graduating, and I feel that some time working in the field beforehand will not only help me realise this, but hopefully help with the aims of the CCFG too to help develop new, young forestry workers who want to protect the future of our woodlands through sustainable management. My enthusiasm for the sector means that if there is anything at all that you can offer me I will be very appreciative. I also think I should mention that if there is anything you can offer post-June then I will have a car so travelling from Tunbridge Wells or Southampton won't be an issue.
Please contact Ian Reynolds.
Underplanting Projects

West Cumbria
The Forestry Commission's North England Forest District team in West Cumbria have been under planting around 10,000 Douglas fir annually for the last 5 to 10 years. This year the team have been inspired by finding increasing red cedar regeneration in Parkgate and with a desire to diversify future species to increase the resilience of the forest the team are planning something different. This year we will be under planting a mix of Douglas fir, European silver fir and red cedar under spruce and larch over stories. The approach is to mass plant at 1 to 1.5m spacing in groups of 1 to 2500 in gaps and glades under the canopy having 
Martin Price
Pigs Introduced into Woodland in the Chilterns, Oxfordshire
Pigs are being used to scarify, prepare the ground and remove invasive weed species prior to re-establish a native mixed broadleaved woodland, by seeding, under the canopy of an over mature evenaged Beech monoculture. They are reared commercially as free range animals in three hectare fenced enclosures, which are used for three years.
The enclosures are initially stock fenced, this is then extended with plastic temporary deer fencing to exclude deer after the pigs have been removed, and then sown with a mix of native tree seeds.
However the advent of Ash dieback disease (Chalara fraxinea) is removing one of the major commercial species suited to the site.
The woodlands are in an AONB, mostly PAWS sites and adjoin a SSSI.
Bramble and bracken dominate many of the sites; however with the accidental introduction and rapid colonisation of Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) threatening the SSSI, grant aid was successfully applied for under EWGS to help control and remove this alien species using these methods.
Ground flora surveys are implemented before the introduction of the pigs and after their removal to assess their impact and any potential damage that may be done to the site. This is currently work in progress, and will be the subject of a future article. One of the main findings of the study was that sapling (trees taller than 1.3 m with dbh < 7 cm) survival over a nineteen year period was only 37%. If this result is confirmed on a broader range of sites, this may mean that present guidance to forest managers will need to be revised. The objective of the booklet is to provide an introduction to Continuous
Cover management of woodlands and to explain the basic need for woodland management to a wider audience, such as woodland owners and the public.
It should also provide a stepping stone towards more weighty silvicultural texts such as 'The Management of Irregular Forests' which was published in 2011 by L'Association Futaie Irrégulière.
The revised edition will be available from Treesource in the late spring.
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Independent Review of Adoption of Alternative Silvicultural Systems (ATC) in Britain
CCFG members might be interested to be aware that I am currently undertaking an independent review of the active adoption of alternative silvicultural systems to clearcutting (ATC) in Britain. This self-proposed project is co-sponsored by the Forestry Commission and the Scottish Forestry Trust and is being carried out between August 2012 and March 2013. Research methods combine literature review, consultation with researchers and practitioners and rapid appraisal photo-reconnaissance field visits (now nearing completion). Outputs of the work will include (a) an overall technical report on key issues influencing ATC adoption, (b) a spatial database of ~150 woodlands where ATC is being implemented, (c) around 30 new short photo-illustrated case-study reports of successful adoption in particular woods/ contexts and (d) short commentaries, based on previously published descriptions and meeting reports for another 40-50 examples that I have visited. The work is primarily intended to provide an update, twenty years after comparable information was collected for and published within Forestry Commission Bulletin 115 (Cyril Hart OBE, 1995) . It is already clear that there has been a marked expansion of ATC adoption since Hart's Bulletin, but that the nature of much work has become less formalised/ prescriptive, more adaptive, and possibly less well enumerated/ recorded than previously. Challenges relating to machinery and skills availability for ATC operations remain, but are being tackled in a number of ways. The final project report will consider the case for establishing an expanded network of formal/ informal ATC demonstration sites across all woodland ownerships in Britain, drawing inspiration from the French AFI network. Outcomes of the study are expected to be published by sponsors via their websites in the second quarter of 2013 and a summary article will be submitted for publication in the Quarterly Journal of Forestry at a later date.
